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British opinion
the unseen Golem of the
ing station. The man in
gtreet is thus regsled, not
with the truth as Mr. Rol
sees the truth, but with trut
a thrill. As he strolls arn
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squire in plus fours, Sir
Deterding is suddenly magn
into a Gulliver among the Lil
tians. He is saluted as “the
powerful man in the world.”

A great merchant who
with any natural product hi
arrange for contacts. He
develop sources of supply.
must seek markets for his ou
He cannot be unknown to go
ments. For governments j
cc?cessions and governments
chase what concessions yielc
these machinations we lea
good deal from Mr. Roberts.

The idea that things happ
a country because the oil
has paid his usual call ma
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vision. We read:

The men who work to pro-
duce wealth * * * can and must
take over control of production
and distribution of wealth, less

worse befall.

It is a pertinent question. But
we wonder whether Mr. Roberts
has answered it. What is the
probiem to be solved?

Communities are national and

and has violently opposed D. Roosevelt is “the most skiilful
Bolshevist regime. But that doctor by whom the ailing capital-
not Sa"et‘l"l _Weﬁs' ?‘therLz; t jst system of America has been
or recent'y m Arexico. €l attended.” Even so, that system
superman married a German .

is condemned in these pages. Oil,

Of the capitalists who seek
to “turn back the clock”—die
hards, as Deterding is declared
to be—the only question is: “C~ ¢

live within frontiers. Oil is geo-
logical and distributed without
reference to such communities. Is
it most convenient to develop oil

and became pro-Nazi. But,

torians. Following the tradiciviss
of half a century, he treats pe-
troleum as an ethical paradox.
To produce this questionable
commmodity is presumption of
guilt. To consume what has been
produced is innocence. An oil
magnate who insinuates serpen-
tine pipelines into a garden of
Eden like Mesopotamia must be
Satan. But Adam, who drives his
Eve alceng the Lincoln Highway
at twenty miles to the gallon, is
allowed tc make a perfect get-
away, without receiving so much
as a ticket for his moral obliquity.

The villain of the piece used
to be the elder Rockefeller. But
Deterding, though an upstart,
soon showed up the wizard of
Cleveland as a mere tyro in
oleaginous altruism. At some
conference, the young felow said
something or other about oil
somewhere and, according to Mr.
Roberts, the world-wide suprem-
acy of Rockefeller—if he ever de-
sired such supremacy —was at an
end. )

The truth about Deterding Iis,
according to Mr. Roberts, lése
majesté. No Englishman is al-
lowed to have his ears insulted
by such veracity. Over news-
papers and books, so we are told,
there is spread subtle but im-
penetrable censorship, due to fi-
nancial influences and the fear
of liability under a strict enforce-
ment of- laws penalizing libel
The appearance of this volume is
evidence. therefore, that, under
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it be better for nationalist govern-
ments to enter the arena with
armaments backing commerce?
Which costs most—a world war
between Shell and Standard or a
world war of democracies and dic-
tatorships over the oil reserves of
Rumania ?

Mr. Roberts gives an account
of what the intrusion of oil
meant to diplomacy at the Genoa
Conference, and his comments
hardly suggest that nationalism,
as a sparkplug, is conducive to
the smooth working of the many
cylinders in petroleum-driven ma-
chines. Also, Mr. Roberts does not
appear to be wholly delighted
with British participation in
Persian petroleum, which, again,
was governmental.

There is no dJdifficuity in the
State following the advice of Mr.
Roberts and expropriating oil
wells. Russia did it. Mexico is
following the example of Moscow.
But neither Russia nor Mexico,
up to the present. has been con-
spicuously successful in providing
their citizens with automobiles,
motor boats, oil burners and Diesel
engines. For the United States,
as Mr. Roberts recognizes, the
serious question is not who owns
the o0il wells but whether, in the
future, there will be o0il wells to
be owned. Over that question
there may be quite as much gov-
ernmental anxiety as even Mr.
Roberts would recommend, and
not alone at Washington.



