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MOSOP had accused Shell of trying to resume oil and gas production
without Ogoni consent after a government-backed peace process failed

to reconcile the two parties.

The Anglo Dutch firm had denied the charges and said it only wanted to
secure wells that have been dormant since 1993 and its oil pipelines

that crisscross Ogoniland.

Shell had been trying in vain to mend ties with MOSOP and the wider
Ogoni community ever since Saro-Wiwa's execution, which portrayed it
in a bad light to many environmental and human rights groups around

the world.

Hundreds of placard-carrying villagers staged a protest against Shell in
March when MOSOP said the company was trying to force its way back

to Ogoniland.

Protesters in the village of K-Dere attacked a major oil pipeline that
feeds Shell's Bonny export terminal twice in May 2007, forcing the
company to close about 170,000 barrels per day.

MOSOP said then that the attacks were staged by local youths angry
with Shell over what they said were unfulfilled promises of jobs and

benefits.
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